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On Saturday, 29 August, Bronisław Kawęcki died — an activist of the anti-communist
opposition, a hero of Solidarity and chairman of the Social Committee for the
Construction of the Monument to the Workers’ Protest of June 1976.

Bronisław Kawęcki has died

News of Bronisław Kawęcki’s death was shared on Facebook by his daughter.

“Today at 9:00 a.m. my father BRONISŁAW KAWĘCKI passed away. An activist of
the anti-communist opposition and Chairman of the Committee for the Construction
of the Monument to the Events of Radom June ’76,” wrote Patrycja Kawęcka-
Czerska.

The funeral of Bronisław Kawęcki will take place on Saturday, 5 September, at 11 a.m.
in the Collegiate Church of St John the Baptist in Radom.

Who was Bronisław Kawęcki?

Bronisław Kawęcki was born on 29 April 1954 in Sandomierz. In 1979 he graduated
from the Extracurricular Secondary School for Working People in Radom.

In 1974–1978 he was active in the Polish Scouting and Guiding Association (ZHP).

In 1973–1979 he worked as a carer at the State Children’s Care Home in Radom, and
then in 1979–1982 as manager of central warehouses at the medical-supply
enterprise Cezal.

From September 1980 he was active in Solidarity. He organised the Provisional
Founding Committee at Cezal.

He was also a member of the presidium and board of the Inter-Enterprise Founding
Committee (MKZ) and the Inter-Enterprise Workers’ Commission (MKR) of the
Radom Land Region.



In 1981 he served as secretary of the NSZZ “Solidarność” Radom Land mediation
group for talks with the government delegation. He was also chairman of the Social
Committee for the Construction of the Monument to the Workers’ Protest of June
1976.

On 13 December 1981 he was detained and taken to the Remand Centre in Radom;
on 14 December 1981 he was interned at the Isolation Centre in Kielce-Piaski, then in
Radom. On 11 January 1982 he was transferred to the Prison Hospital at Penal
Institution No. 2 in Łódź; from 3 February 1982 he was again at the centre in Kielce-
Piaski. He was released on 7 July 1982.

In 1982–1988 he distributed underground publications, including Wolny Robotnik,
Koncept and occasional materials. In 1987–1988 he was an editor of the
underground Wolny Robotnik. In 1983–1988 he was employed by Father Eugeniusz
Klimiński on the construction of the Pallottine church in Radom.

From 14 October 1988 to February 1989 he was a member of the open Inter-
Enterprise Regional Commission of NSZZ “Solidarność” of the Radom Land.

He co-founded the Civic Committee of the Radom Land, served as plenipotentiary of
Jan Pająk’s election committee in the Senate elections of 4 June 1989, and organised
poster and leaflet campaigns.

Bronisław Kawęcki was a consultant and assistant director on Wojciech
Maciejewski’s films: A City under Sentence, about the Radom June 1976 events, and
And the Body Shall Quietly Rest in the Grave, about the life and work of Father
Roman Kotlarz.

In 2018 he was decorated by Poland’s president with two important state awards for
his opposition activity:

the Officer’s Cross of the Order of Polonia Restituta — presented in June
2018 during the commemorations of Radom June ’76;

the Cross of Freedom and Solidarity — conferred by presidential decision in
the same year for his contribution to Poland’s independence and sovereignty
and to respect for human rights under the Polish People’s Republic.
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